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Modernizing Job
At Sutro Baths

Given an O.K.

to 1o mlt that George Whitney, the
.s doing right by Sutro Baths,

We went out there the rather day to cheek up,
We don’t mind saying we were skeptical at first when

Wwhitney bought the decaying old place so dear to generations

of San FProanclscans,
nfratd he'd spoil the flavor by

dotling up Sutro's Hke s shool-
ing pallery,

whitney has carpenter and
painters crawling on the tor-
raced lovels, Ho i modernlzing
Sutro's in spols where it needed
a face-11{ting, bul has Lthe good
sense o retain  its Viclorian
chigorng,

‘I'he and dead

remaovoedd

stuffed birds
monkeys  have  heen
froun Lhe entrance o Polol
lLobos, ‘I'be facade 18 freshly
painted, bul in old-styie letter-
fnge reminlseont ol biliborrdy
when Lola Montes played  the
mining camps,

The musemn s st thoere,
The mangey anlmals have been
tosaed  out and specltoens  in
bhetter condition moved in, from
(he Sulra collectton which has
hoen stored in Southern Cali-
fornin these long years,

Egyptology Department
Brought Date
‘the mummlficd hody of

peyplian man who walked the

strecty of Luxkor in 2400 1%, O,

has been replaced a0 show

case by the iy of a tibule

lwcly  restdent ol 'Phebes, 2100

(3, ¢, ‘Uhuas, Whitnhey is hring-

ing the Beypltology department

up Lo date by 300 years In 20

centuries and adcding [eminine

appeal a8 well,  The  Luxor

Man's  grave wrappings  wers

hocoming shop worn,

Weo can't say that the Thebes
gal looks any hetier, Ier llnen

windings are In good shape but
hor teath anre bud,  IHer uppoer

a1l

"sed are Intgel, though her lowers
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"robably  frowm
mueh candy  and
visit her  dentist

are andxsing,
enling (oo

neglecting to
twico a yonr,

Hutero's  lee duk has beoen
ctosed sluce Inbo Seplember, ‘The
swlm pools have bheen open, howe
aver, and open s the right wourd,

ast month, an oceann  storth
knocked out 800 squnre {eel of
grlass on the weslt wall,  The

big pool ls dry while workmen
are  roepniring the damage,

In the meantime, wind whisg-
tles throupgh the plant, 10 you
go swimming, stay In the warm
tankds. Don't gel oul. ‘U'he Pa-
oiflo breoze chills you to the
marrow,

Boh Beatlon, manager of the
place, has [t on the word of
Adotph Sutro that thils was tho
flrst tltne the wavos enme up
0 hlgh as to shatler the glnss
sinoe (014, A, T}, The antiquity
of Sulro's 18 such thpt woe feel
It neceasary o (’listlng‘ulﬂh he -
lwmn A, D, and H..

“Tomate From Thebes |
Srrictly Now Stuff |

LA L R TR e T e N N YL e

"1‘110 I.uxm* mummv wn.s nb roat
In an uapper gallery, hard by the
Seal Roceks, In 1014, bul the
Thebes tomato  hadn't  been
moved in yvel, She’s new sbuff.,

There will be o grand re-
opening  of tho lce rink on
Mareht 6 under augplees of high
soclety.  “T'hat nlght Sutro’s will
ho taken over by the Junlor
Auxiitnry of the Stanford Con-
valescont Home for thelr “Brozen
rotes,"”

This will be a fashlon show
and  loe skablng teview,  The
Whife ouse store will provide
the c¢lothes and models,  T'he
theme wilil be consonant wilth
the gingorbread decor of Sutro's.
Flrst, the models will strut o
A ramp bullt over the lea In
elaboritle got-ups of 1806~ (he
younr the baths was bulll, Then,
slinkler wodels will exhibit 1953
spring and summer vogues, No
multon-log sleoves and thinner
hips,

You don't have to belong to
the Jundor League or the Spii-
sters or the Bachelors lo bhe
eligible for buying a tickel, T'he

convaleseent home needs your
buek, ‘'l tarlfl 18 about 3 A
head,  ‘Uleket buvers will be

encouraged to take part In the
free skating after tho show and
to vistt the musgeuny,

We can say for Whitney that
he ls sonsltlve enough to the
Han Francisco tradition to pre-
serve the mauseum charvacter of
Subro'ds,  Tor every perzen who
groes out there to swim or skate,
thore aro ten tourists who slmnw
want to sight-see. ‘IT'he old Sutro
Haths was knowrn the world over
As & must” on o rubbor-nock
tour of ¥risco,

Whitney lm.s come up  with
hundreds of priceless photog of
our town before I'ho ire. The
walls of the divided stalrease,
Just Inslde the Llurnstiles, are
hung with authentle plcturoq of
people and ovents of the long
ARO,

In the spouis fleld,
saw A betler library
stllls, Gans, Papke, Nelson,
Wolgnst, Kilbane, Ritehie, Sul.-
Hyvan, Corbett, Adtlel, Jdeffeies,
Johnsow, Doter Jaeckson, An-
nogncer Blily Jordan, Releree
Eddla Graney, Splder Kelly and
Kelchel are visible under glass,

Also panorama shots of race
tracks in tho Bay Area 50 years
Rgo,  Apart from sports,
Whitney  collection  conlalns

WO never
of  fight
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Whithey Is o carnival man and we were

CEORGCE WHITNEY

hanks,
office buildings, theaters,

photos of hotels, restat -

rants,
churches, synagogues, paracdes,

festivals and memotrials—sieh as
Lhe obeequles for Abraham Lin-
colly on Market street,

There iy an  exceplionally
clear ploture of (he synagogue
where Lthe 450 Sufter Bullding
now stands, The synagogue was
a happler temple then than the
skyscraper dedionted (o pulling
of tecth and removing of tonsils,
There ave hall a dozen pletures
of St Ignatius  College, where
(he Fmporitm now stands, and
of {he Emporlum when It was
the Golden Rule Dazaar,

‘I'here s also a tin-type gal-
lery of Barbary Coast ladies in
whal is nhow Lhe Iinnocuous Inter-
national Settlement. What the
menfolk  saw I the Pacific-
street Be-plrls of half a century
neo 18 heyond understanding,
I'hey look like old haps to usg,
Of course, photography wasn't
flattering then, 'Phe subjeocts
wore black colton stockings and
welghed 150 pounds i they
wvli’lwcl ano ounce, |
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Blue Area Is
For F:gure Skaters

Bk

E-mLms .sl-.ntlm Jlnk has done
awoy  with the curtaln whieh
heretofore sepnrated it from the
swim tanks, Manager Bralton
has installed & colored. aren of
biue fn whalt passes for the
infield,

“I'he bhlue is for the fipure
skalers,” he explains, “The
outfleld around the rim Is for
the ordinary siraight skaters,
Flgure skaters can t{race their
patterns on the blue lce and see
what they're doing wrong”

Owner Whitney hasn't gotten
around to Improving the swim
tanks, thotugh he will in time,
He promises to install heated
citbictes in the dressing rooms,
The  basketbnll  courtt  where
swimmers exercised has  been
ripped out, So has the sguirrel
cagoe  or  treadmill, known to
thousands of San Franclscans,

The swim sult counter will be
moved downstalrs to the
level Tfor greater convenlence,
MHerctofore, you picked up your
sult and towel on the third story
of Sulre’'s many terraces, An-
atner tank will he opened where
the trendmlll used to be, mak-
Inp 1t five in all.

Mgr, Bratton fells us {he cold
tunk is fresh water, of “bullding
temperpture.,” Nof havine tried
it, we thought it was sall water,
fresh from the ocean at o5 de-

g‘lmw.
Cold Tank Challenge
To Masculme Type

- . A N o Ml Wk O S S B g e o ol sk vy '

T ho ncw tﬂnk wlll be hented
salt water, in between the “hot
soup’” and the medium rare, The
hig tank i{s 80 degrees, Bratton
says, and bLthe bhest to swim in
hecause b doesn't enervate you,
'The hot tank at 88 degreoes is
for women and children and be-
pinners,  You shouldn't stay in
it too long, unless you vant to
soak,

The medum 85 - degree 15
healthy for active swimmers and
the 16-cegree  “cold" tank a
challenge to mascullne gents
who wish to cool out.

“T'he warm f{anks—hut not the
hot tank—are besi to learn in,”
Bratton says., ‘““You can’t learn
to swim when your muscles are
ornmped with cold, You should
feel comfortable, Tight muscles
make you sink lie a rock.

“Salt water Is best, It's more
buovant., And look what Is does
to your skin! Salt is the world's
best cosmetio,”

The lady from Thebes knew
that 1n 2100 B, C. She had to
be  content with the tawny
waters of the Nile. The Red
Sen and the Mediterranean were
too far away for two - weeks

vaciblon, She looked well pre-
served, though, In Sutro's
museun:,

A rube kid under w:aps. She's
0on Lhe [irst {loor as You come in,

Fishing,
'Hunting

Grant Matthews

lists

the best spots close to
San Francisco., See Page

1S, White Section,
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