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4(‘ loaded with merchandise, was on her way from
1o San Francisco. She went on the Little Moro rocks
ril 22, and five people lost their liy The
into lifeboats and onto life raft but a

five of them were drowned before help came.

as also on her way from Ban Pedro to San

nd of Captain Downing, now master of the

steamer On August 8. in a dense fog, she ran on
Point }mm at the entrance to Monterey Bay, and became a

Yotal wreck. No lives were lost.
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Sympathetic Character Study of the “UWoodland Senius.”’

those wooded wilds, and the desire grew
on him to live among them. As a result
he finally bought several acres of swamp
land in a hollow high among the hills and
entered with enthusiasm on the task of
draining the marsh, clearing out the
brush and stumps and building himself a
cabin.

The spot is a mile and. a half from the
Riverby home and its only approach is
by & circultous and seldom-used wood
road. Indeed, it is so sequestered that
when strangers come to seek out the fa-
mous nature writer they sometimes get

ljoat and wander for hours about the
! y moumalrs be‘ore thay find the 1t~

~Slabsides,”
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By Clifton Johnson.
tle glen where stands his cabin.

Building ‘‘Slabsides.”

This cabin is bullt on a ledge of rock
at the borders of the swamp. It 18 a
fair sized story and a half structure with
one room below stairs and a loft above,
Along one side is a broad plazza with
shaggy cedar posts. The outer walls ara
of slabs, and this has led its ownar to
call it *Slabsldes,” a name not altogether
liked by the author’'s friends. They find
the title too rude, but Mr. Burroughs says
“It's a rough and ready place and why
ghouldn’t it have a rough and ready
name? I can’'t stand anything that has

Copyrighted, 1893, by Clifton Johnson.
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the least taint of sentimentalism or af-
feotation, and I think a coarse-fibered
designation llke ‘Slabsides’ will grow cone-
stantly more significant and pleasing,
while one would tire of a name that was
merely pretty.’

The interior of the cabin 18 hardly less
rustic than its outer aspect. There are
no carpets or rugs, the unhewn joists of
the floor above are exposed and have still
thelr natural covering-of bark, and much
of the woodwork in the walls and in the
furniture i{s of vellow birch saplings. It
{s all of Mr. Burroughs’ planning and his
personal labor has entered more or less
into nearly everything.

dJohn Burroughs' Gabin Home.
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HAVE YOU THE SENSE OF TASTE? READ THIS.

Curious Experiments to

Special to the Sunday Call
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This has been proved by experiments
made on many persons. Common coffee
was said to be water, it was also said to
be Water was said to be coffee.
Tea was called coffee. rk was called

was called grape

pork. Raw julce.

Malt extract was sherry win rd was
pronounced butter. In short, experienced
persons were unable to distinguish many
common foods and drinks when sensa-
tions of smell were removed, and the odd
conclusion was reached that a person
mu:h: ven practice economy in eating by
n blindfol 12 the eves and substi-
tuting lard, pork and beef for butter, tur-

r and v son, while if the further pre-

taken to the
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nose, a

Prove That Our Sense of Taste Depends on Other Senses.

very weak solution of quir
for good coffee and vinegar for
costly wine.

The experiments which led to these con-
> were carried on by Professor G.
T. W. Patrick of the University of Iowa,
who has just communicated some of the
results of his work to the American Psy-
chological Society. Professor Patrick was

e would pass
the most

enabled to attain great accuracy .in his
work by the fact that one of the persons
he experimented upon was an anosmic

that is, absolutely devoid of .the sense of

Sme He was enabled thus to determine
which sensations were those of taste and
which were smell le experimented also
on nor 1 subjects and some of the re-

sults were surpr B.

A'.l-rn are only four simple taste sensa-
tions, namely, sweet, bitter, sour and salt.
1t is said by some that there are only two,
sweet and bitter. All other sensations
which are commonl cailed tastes are
complex results of sensations of smell,
touch, temperature and s The means
by which we distinguish almost all of our

common foods and drinks is not the

sense

of taste so much as it is the sense of
smell, touch, temperature and sight. All
the fine differences by which we distin-
guish the varfous fruits, meats and drinks
d-]uml not upon taste at all, but upon
these other senses. Pure sensations of

taste add hardly more than a certain emo-
tional element to the complex sensations
Sweet things we call *“‘good,” and bitter
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things we call ‘“bad,” while salt and sour
add a certain pi ncy, which is ple¢
when not excessive.

A partial proof of these facts ms:
given by merely blindfolding the eye
closing the nose and taking \'3(1'101;5 kinds
of foods and drinks ihAto the mouth with-

out swallowing them. It will then be
found that it is quite impossible to dis-
tinguish many of the commonest foods
and drinks.

It is always difficult to eliminate the
sense of smell in normal subjec Pro-
fessor Patrick was able, howev by ex-
perimenting with a subject p ..\\'ur-qiﬁg no
sense of smell whatever, and comparing
the results with those obtained from nor-
mal subjects, to get more accurate results
as to the more important part played t
smell in distinguishing fo« and drinks.
It is, of course, gene 1ly Kknown that
what is popularly mistaken for the taste
of coffee, tea d wine only their aroma
or odor. By these experiments, however,

it was shown that coffee and tea have a
distinet taste, which is mply bitter, and
cannot be distinguished from a weak so-

Juticn of quinine. A weak iInfusion of
coffee or tea, however, cannot he dis
shed from water. Even with nor
mal subjects, with the eves and nose
closed, twenty experiments with coffee
gave the following results: It was called
“coffee’”” once, “bitte eleven times,
“qninhm“ four times, ‘‘tea’ three times,
and *“milk” once.
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The Wrecked New York as She Lies Upon the Beach at Halfmoon Bay
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dJohn Burroughs at Work in His GCabin.

The Greatest American Writer of Nature.
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are certain tin palls containing fresh
meats, milk, ete. In the kitchen cup-

he takes

rd are canned goods, prepared foods,

woney and other eatables. Then there
all weath- ¢ the garden always at hand to draw
te of its having from, and in a near nook is a henhouse,
and the flock that makes the clearing Iits

» rivals those
The fire home furnishes the cabin table with eggs.
the company I do not think Mr. Burroughs

warmth on housekeeping for its own sake, b

fireplace, cepts the work for the pl
black teakett accompanying frrrdnm. Not much time
d from is spent on cooking, lll“‘]—‘»\"x. hing, bed-

making and the like—only just enough to
the place prese IALA! le keep |t
e of free and easy wholesome-
ness The day as a whole is for farming,

writing and meditation.
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itive'living agree with 1:1!!1 ment: A Day’s Work With the Author.
physically. He is in the midst of the The frst duty after the breakfast
woods. The rocks and the Tldbt‘\ hem 3 are out of the way is to tramp
him in and shut out a 1 ywn through the woods to the village in
sounds of the modern wo the valley to get the & At the same
steamers and business hu time Mr. Burroughs visits Riverby and
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After a Year's Buffeting by the Waves.
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gives directions for

distant ravine, 7‘n farm. If it is at the time of the grape
the near trees, harvest or if there are other important
tasks in progress he may stay all day to

the whippoorwill help and superintend, but as a rule he
In the soon returns to his beloved Slabsides.
with the The rest of the morning he spends in
to nd in the reading, writing and thinking, with some
1s made ir reson- {nterruptions in-the way of the neces-
cro d hawks sary preparations for dinner. Afternoons

he walks through the woods or walks in
his celery swamp or perhaps makes a
second visit to Riverby.

He always returns from the lowlands
his cottage among the rocks with a
sense of relie He i{s glad to get away
from all connection with what smacks of

casional eagle
top. Part-
the clear-

n oc
imtain

progeny are

Yet the cabin sur-
.uncivilized, for hurry and business. To quote his own
has been drained Mr. words, he has ‘“‘an unfailing satisfaction
a g,lrd.-n of its rich in the simpler, ruder things of life, and
celery, as soon as I step within the walls of Slab-

sides my cares slip away from me and I

and other
feel as if I had escaped from something

that harassed me.

As a Housekeeper. Nor can the visitor with healthful in-
Whoever u-m»~ visit this latter-day stincts help sharing this feeling to some
hermit, whe friend or str extent. You come under the spell and
sure of a ho ble reception. think vou, too, would e to build a Slab-
time approac invited vy sldes in some quiet forest dell. But, after
to lunch. . T is never empty and all, the life would probabdbly not fit an-
Mr. Burroug expert in the prep- other as it does John Burroughs. He is
aration of a rustic dinner. Not far away one of nature’'s children and he finds a
a cold spring bubbles from the rocks happiness in being alone with nature that

there, half immersed in its crys {s granted to very few.
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STEHCE

On July H 1\% the Pacific Mail Company’s steamer Colom-
Pigeon Point. She was in command of
intendent of the Oceanic Steamship
ulu, and was on r way from Pan-
1ere was a dense fog on t water at
warning of danger was the crash of the

lost on
now

rk,

1

remains of these vessels. In some
timbers remain to show that
there. Not so In g

hing

f-burifed

> to her end

instanc
the case of

onee
he y New York, however. Though many a storm has raged
since > was wrecked, a ;mrhmx of her masts and some of her

hul! from the companion

ile the

yards are standi

way aft and from the forward is intact, and to all
appearances as sound ship was launched. Amid-
ships the 1s have mad lean es through the hull and

nothing remains but the i\- el and keelsons.

The New York was formerly the American ship T. F.
Oakes, and was built in 1883, being the f sailing vessel ever
built of iron in America. She was never a ship, and it

hopes that a change of name would do away with the
hoodoo that induced her owners to rechristen r “New York.”
She was on her way here from Hongkong when she was lost.

Early in the morning of March 13, 1808, the people of Half-
moon Bay saw a ship standing inshore. The people aboard did
not appear to know st exactly where they were, but finally
the vessel was put about and stood out to sea. How it hap-
pened was never discovered, but the ship’s course must have
been changed again during a thick fog that came up, and that
night at 8:30 o'clock the New York was hard and fast on the
beach of Halfmoon Bay.

Captain Peabody, now master of the American ship Wills-

was in

cott, was in charge of the New York and he and his family had
a narrow escape. The vessel had a valuable cargo, which was
sold to zome speculators for $600. Most of the merchandise

was salved, but the hull remains as a monument to somebody's
blundering.

‘“People who handle the yardstick have but little idea of the
Yyears of study and experiments that were necessary to secure
the standard yard measure,” observed an official of the coast
survey. ‘Bird, a famous scientist, made the first standard
vard in 1760, but the English Government did not legalize it
until 1824,

“Ten years afterward, when the House of Parliament in
London was destroyed by fire, the standard yard was lost, and
England was again without a standard yard of length. Sheeps-
banks next made a standard yard measure, which the English
Government adopted, and, so that it could not be again de-
stroyed by fire, four authorized copies were made of {t. Ona
of these was deposited in the Royal Mint, another in the Royal

Society, another in the observatory at Greenwich, and the
fm'nh was imbedded in the walls of the new House of Parlia-
ment.

“The standard yard measures which are owned by the Gov-
ernment are copies of the original, one of which is owned by
the coast survey. Thé United States Naval Observatory has
one also.

“The delicacy of its construction may be gathered by the
fact that a change of temperature of one-hundredth of a degree
Fahrenheit has been found to produce a sensible effect on the
length of the bar.

‘“The copies of the standard are made of bronze, for the rea-
son that bronze is less affected by temperature than any distinct
or single metal.

““The cost of the construction of the original standard yard
measure involved the labor of Bird and his assistants for neariy
six years. Sheepsbanks was eleven years in producing the ac-
curate copies which he made from Bird’s original measure-
&nents.”—Washington Star,




