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HE FAMOUS CLIFF HOUSE IS TOTALLY DESTROYED

DRAGGED FRUM
BUILDING

John Wilkins' Risks His Life to
Save the Structure He .-
.. Loved.. -

POLICEMAN ASO OVERCOME

Spectacular , Blaze Attracts &
Large Crowd fo the
Beach. ‘

ending wWas as.spectacular as its
history {s romantic. A tower of
flames on the rock, that lit up the
waves and tinged the sea with its red-
neas, and then a masa of charred time
bers on the brow of the clift and the
waters hencoth blackened by tho dead
ombers, At 4:30 o'clock yesterday aft«
ornoon the watchmian notlced smoke
coming froin the hasement, and an hour
afterward the work of the flames was
complote. In the gray light of the late
afternoon, with the fog clouds rolling
in from the horlzon, the refiection of
the burning landmark was flung seae
ward over the reddened water to where
a ateamer alowly approaching the ene
tranco of the harbor scemed to hang
niotionless on tho 'tide. One of the
portals of the harbor's entrance was a
scething pillar of fire reaching for huns
dreds of feet from the high ciiff, like a
glant hoauvon fire on the headland. ‘
How the fire originated remains a
matter of myetery. Workmen ongaged
in remodsling the bullding had left
corly, as it was Saturday afternoon, and
the only perezone in the house at the
time wore John Wilkina, tha formex
lesses, who was talking with Watch«
man Owen Blulvaney on the south
porch, and a couple of  Japanese, wha
were In the basement. Although the
smoke was seen firat coming from an
opening in tho floor of the aouth porch,
the firo rtarted on the north side.
Hteamtitters had left the basement an
hour before, and the theory fs that they
lett a flre pot unextinguished.
Howover it started, the progress ot
the fire was awift. Brenking through
the lower windows and sweeping up-
ward through the wooden structure, it
burst from the roof until a groat mass
of fire roso high In tho air.
A FINE' SPECTACLB,

Flung high in the .air, tha flames
swept against the cliff and Sutra
Heights, where they ware caught by the
wind and turned seaward, Crowds on the
beach watched the spectacle, and in
a short tlmo the boulevard along the
beach was lined with automoblles load-
ed with passongors, swho had been ate
tracted by tho flames, which could be
seen from tho Park. .

On the rock {n front of tho cliff the
seals raisod thelr heads and barked at
the flames, but their barking had as
much effect on the flames ns had the
offorts of firc engines on the lundward
sldo of the blaze. Firo cnglnes and
acals weroe both compelled to move on,
when tho heat drove them back, and
the reals, with a final barking, ptunged
into the water.

Johin Talt, who had sccured a lease
of the Clift Ilouso in April, and under
w* so management tho placo was belng
ov .;hauled at an expendituro of $50,000,
had been at the hotel an hour before.
When he rcturned an hour later the
tamillar sight of the red-gabled house
on tho clift was gone, and all that
remalned was the glowing ocmbers on
the rock. Even the cilmneys had fallon.

It had been planned to 13~ en the
Clft Houso on Beptombor 20th. Invitae
tlons were boing printed for tho opene
ing night, and the workmen were coma
ploting tho remodoling of the building.
The unew plumblog and wirlng wers
complote, and tho painters had ‘been
at work until noon. Other workmen,
engaged in widenlng the drivoway
from tho beach so that automobiles

THE Cllift House . is burnea._',‘lu
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CLlF F HOUSE

o DESTROYED 'BY FIRE

‘Fam'ous Resort Burned to Ground.

Was Nearly Ready to

Reopen.

(Continned from Faxe 331, Col, 7.)

T
might pnsa on thelr way to the house,
_had left n fow minutes befora the firo
broko out. Iad thu workmen bheon
there at tho time, however, thoy could
‘hnve done little to stny tha fNlamaos.

. 'Tho loas is estimated At $100,000,
CThe. Sutro estato valued the bullding
nt $565,000, and Talt snys that $60,000
represents his Investment, but that the
furniture, which ho had purchased, had
ot been Installed in th. housc. ' His
insurance s $30.000, and the Sutro os-

tato had $36,000 {nsurance on the
Jbullding. .
. LIFN SAVERS TO RESCUR.

The lifo saving crew camo to the
ncene of the fire in o lifohont, thinking
© that If tho rooms wern occupled, those
canght n “Le firc might jump to the
water. They stood by for some time,
'lml Jhapplly .thetr services were not
roqulrcd. Afterward, coming ashore,
they worked with the firemen,

At 0:26 o'clack an cxploalon of pow-
dor. slored in tho bascment, Llow out
‘tho burning walls, Tho powder hnad
‘ been, pirced there by the road makers,
who had been uxing it In biasting the
rock to widon the driveway from ‘the
bonch.

Engino compnnle! e , 26, 30
“and 36; truck companies 6 and 6, and
chemical company 8 answered the
Alarms.  J. M. Wilkins, former lcssce
. of tho Clift '1Touse, telephoned In the
“first alarm. This was sent to the
: chemical company, tho headquarters of
:whlch are on tho hill just above the
: Clirt House. ‘Captain XKelly of this
{company telephoned to Chlef Wells,
t who ordered companles 80 and 38 to
lrespond. IIe started for tho scene, and
jupon his arrival sent In a second alarm
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that brought out the other companies,
and with them Chlof Shnughneasy. En-
Z:lno company 36 was tho first to ar-
srive, as it has tho shortest run. It
,was followed by company 30, and the
Jolhcrs came Iater.
WILKINS 1S OVIIRCOME,

{ & M. Wilkins was soverely burned
:nnd overcome by smoke. o went into
~lll° bullding to talk with John Talt,
Jthe prosent lcusos of the proporty, Af-
jlcr Talt loft he spw smoke coming
, through’a smnll holo in the south end
.of tho porelt. l}o callod tho attention
tof the watchman to thia amolke, and
; then ran to the telephone to sond in
4 an alarin,  His cnll was at once ro-
inpond‘oul to by the chomical company on
fthe hill. Cuptaln W. . Kelly of this
! company and Fireman Fred Kiatzl
went into the bullding to atring out
tho hose with which the placo i8 pro-
vided.
't As they reached the hall they et
‘ Wilkins stnggering out. Ile appedred
[(o Lo dazed and partlally overcome by
‘smoke. Ho asked how to get out, and
tho firemnen told him to follow the hose
linnto the door. lie evidently became
confused, for ho reappearcd shortly
afterwurd in n worso condition thun
- before. NKlatzl then undertook to assist
; the duzed man to tho outer alr, As they
Cwere Roing out both wero overcomo
Mund fell to the floor.
1L M. Pucker was In the Butro Laths
cut tho tlme tho fire broke out. lle
hurried Into his clothes and ran to tho
..entrance of tho bullding, fromm which
-.tho smoko was pouring in donso vol-
“umes, Hu was joined by Arthur Harrt-
Json, and tha two stumbled over the
;bodlea of Wilkins and Xlatzl. They
» Tuiaed the bodles and carried them out
‘into the roud. About this time tho
Jflumon broko out und tho heat bocaie
"0 intense that they could no longer
“remuin §n the rouwd. They plcked Wil
‘kins up and currfed him to his resl-

dence, which s opposite the Sutro
‘hulhp and adjacent to the Butro
Jleights  property.  Xlatzl  recovered

menutime and returned to his dutles.

. Wiltking' halr and beard are singed
‘dff, bl honds aro burned and ho fears
that the hewl has injurec his Jungs.
‘Mo sald:

“f wux formerly tho lessco of tho
CHUIE Houss, 1 wams punsing thero Junt
heforo the firo broke out, and, scolng
Mr. Tn.lt coming out, went up to speak
to him. “After ho left I suw tho smnoke
mmlu;.' out of a hole at the south ond
of tho' porch, I spoko ubout it, and
t\um \\ont into tho bullding to turn in
an ;\Iurn) Whilo Inslde 1 was over-
domo ‘und didn't know anything moro
dnfil X was enrried homeo. * 1 cannot
dnderatand how tho “flre could havo
started, Thero was no_ono in tho
hulldlng excepl myself, ‘n “watchman
named Mulvaney and twe Japunese.
‘There wun no tire In tho building, ana
1L is & wystery to o how It sturted.”

THII WATCHMAN'S STORY,

Watchinan Mulvaney sald:

. 'L was standing on tho south poreh
with J. M. Wilkins at about 4:30 o'clock,
when wo snw smoke coming through
& trapdoor In the floor. Jlow il caught
1 c¢annot imagine. Wilkins ran round
tn-the north aldo of the lhouse to u tole-
phone and vory neurly got shut oft by
the flumos. A Jupuncse and his wity
-wero Uving in tho basoment, but they
.ot oul. ‘Tho lust of the warkinen to
Teuvo for tha day were threo or four
‘dtecam  fltters.  They left about 3
.lj'clock. 1 went down after they had
gone and shut the doors. Thero was
fjo sign of-fire then. I think thero was
‘00 much eleetricity In the bLetlding,
Taoy had Leen putting in all soxts of
wirea

ol Talt sald: “I  had invested
7460,000 in retiting the Clint]ilouse, und
"Wo wore neurly ready for tho opening,
which was to huve been on Septomber
20th. The lnvitations were belng preo-
ﬁ_urcd. The furniture for tho louso
had Leen ordored hut had not yot ar.
rived. ‘T'ho kitchon was complete, and
“the new bathrooms were tinished. The
House hul been nowly wired, und the
daintors were at work up to noon yes-
torday.

“1 had left tho hullding ouly un hout
before, and hud jusi reached Van Nesa
avouue, whon some ane rang me up on
tha telephono -hnd told me that tho
Clift llouss was burning. I could

hardly bellevo it. Wo returned in nn
automoblle and founa ft was (lrue

cnough: thoro was nothing left but n
plle of blazlng timbors on the rocks.
“The only peoplo In tho housa nt tho
timo were Mulvaney, the watchman,
Wilkins and a Japanese, who was with
his wife In tho basoment, The work-
men had all left, and I am auro that
thero was no loss of lfe, I cannot
account for tho fire. I think momeconc
must have thrown a cigarctte into tho
new garage, as the fire scems to have
been first mecn at that end of the
bullding. Thero is a fine opportunity
‘tor some ono to bulld n magnificent now
house on tho cliff. but net for me."
AN OLD LANDMARK.

Probably no reaort in u;e country wana
80 widely known as the Clifr Ifouso of
San Francilsco. To passongors coming
to tho city by sea it had been a Jand-
mark at tho harbor's entrance, and It
18 probable that many more persons had
heard of tho “CHft louso" than had
cver soon It, as It stood high on tho
rocky headlnnd overlookink the ocenn.
1t had been dramatized, and the plctura
postal cards had addod to Its fame. It
had no press agont, and scemed to nend
none. Romance has nasbeinted with
its name, and In the Eant it had wlider
fame that tho moro substantial hotels
of the city.

Tho -old Clft Ilouse, which' was
burned n dozon yeara ago, was a single
atory structure, of more graceful ap-
pearanco than the high wooden build-
Ing which replaced it and was burned
yestorday. But It was tho “CIIft JHouse"
still, and visitors for a day In tho city
scldom left, without moclng the senl
rocks from its windows. Both slruc-
tures had been tho scene of entertaln-
ments given to distingulshed guests,
and each had played Its part In tho
bohemian 1ifo of the tawn

A PLUCKY ENGINEER.

Althouglh the flames from the sarage
and the north slde of tho Clift llouso
burned withln n few feet of him, In-
gineer Templo of engino No. 36 stood
gminoly at s post and kept the cngino
going. Tho wheels of tho englne wero
scorched and the large hoso connecting
tho engine with tho hydrant was nenrly
burnt through by the firo, Lut Temple
stuck to his posat. 1Iis company was
tho firat engino to respond to the first
flarm. The cngine dashed down the
hill to the hydrant which is located
about thirty fcet from the corner of
the Clift llouse.
of the garage.,

Wihen engine company No. 16 ronched:

the fiyo tha flames wero bursting from
ovory window on the north side. Tho
wind was blowing toward tho garage,
and tho corner of that bullding had
already caught fire. The heat nt the
hydrant was so fierco that Templo was
compelled to turn hls back toward the
fire to protect hils fuco while he coupled
up tho liose to the hydrant. ., A few
minutos after tho company got a
stream on tho Clift llouso an explosion
occurred which blow out the north
avall,  Sheets of flameo shot toward the
englne whers femple was working. Ie
never fllnched, but kept on plling on
the conl and olling thoe machinery. To
fita herole work Is duo in great mens.
wroe the saving of tho Sutro haths,

Polico Sorgeant Willlam Iferguson
‘wiag ono of tho first on the scene. The
Mames were leaping from cvery portion
ot the Clft llouse when he arrived,
Fearing that thore might be somo ono
4n tho bulflding, he rushed in the front
centrance through the blinding smoke,
Just ag he renched tho stalrs lending
to the accond floor tho explosion oc-
wurred. A blinding flamme shot up In
front of him,

1o was struck on e head by a plece
of gas pipe ubout ‘a foot long., ‘'he
Mpa grazed the left temple ad enused
@ severs brutae,  Dazed amd  almowst
‘blinded with smolte, tho polito sergeant
wcontinued to search the rooms for any
-ona that might bo there. 1o Just man-
aged to gel to he entranco beforo he
‘wity overcome hy smoke, o wax re-
anoved to a4 safo pluco and recoverad
in 4 few minuten.
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